Melrose-Mindoro Board of Education

Regular Monthly Board Meeting

Monday, November 15, 2021
Board President Rick Paisley called the regular monthly meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  Administrators present:  Superintendent Jeff Arzt, 7-12th Gr. Principal Rick Dobbs, ECH-6th Gr. Principal Corey Peterson.  Board Members present:   Becky Whalen, Jodi Anderson, Kim Sacia, Terry Blaken, Kathy Dunn & Shane Zeman.  All who were present then stood for the Pledge of Allegiance. 
A public hearing was held in order to listen to comments regarding a request for a waiver for Early Start of the 2022-2023 School Year per WI Statute 118.045(3) due to COVID-19 Public Health Emergency.  A community member questioned whether the district received additional funding as an incentive to starting earlier.  The answer is no.  Another parent commented that their kids had mixed feelings on the early start because it shortened summer up a bit.  High school athletics start early August and a lot of our students are attending practices then.  
 Motion by Dunn, second by Sacia to approve the minutes from the previous meeting.  Motion carried 6-0.
Correspondence:    A thank you from the Chad Mather family for the memorial received after Chad’s father, Kenneth Mather, passed away.  Chad stated that the donation has been passed on to the Big Brothers, Big Sisters organization.   
Administrator’s Report:  Thank you to all the staff who prepared the Veterans Day programs in both the elementary and JH/SH buildings.  Both programs honored all our servicemen and women and their service to our country.

La Crosse Area Builders Association has donated approximately $700 of Milwaukee power tools to the Tech Ed department.  Formal acknowledgement of these funds will be at the December board meeting.  Also deserving thanks is Greta Wortman for her $300 donation of books from the Scholastic Book Fair.  The elementary classrooms are the lucky recipients of this generous gift.  

Dairyland Conference will begin charging admission fees to the winter events for everyone between 18-64 years old. 

School will be closed during the week of November 22-26 for Thanksgiving but the COVID testing site will be open on Monday & Wednesday of that week from 7:30-11:30a.m.   

A COVID vaccine clinic will be held at school on Tuesday, November 16 from 3-6:00 p.m. LaCrosse County Health Department is organizing this event.  
Our school resource office (SRO) contract is up for renewal.  This is a three-year contract and costs are shared with Black River Falls & Alma Center-Humbird-Merrillan School Districts, the Ho-Chunk Nation and Jackson County Sheriff.  The district believes that Officer Nosbisch has made positive connections with our students and staff in the district and would like to continue the program.

Jackson County Electric was on site today to begin installation of our solar panel framework.

Mr. Arzt spoke with Jackson County Zoning department about the possibility of rezoning the land across from the school campus for home development.  This discussion is in the preliminary stages and fact finding at this time. 

Open Forum:   There were six community members that registered to speak in person during open forum.  Each were allowed five minutes to speak.  Daniel Zawaki expressed his concern over his child having to continue to wear a mask during school and asked to have the mask mandate changed or he would sue the district and recall all the board members.  Dawn Laufenberg, Travis Powers, Treston Frey and Jody Fahey also questioned the continued use of masks and when the district would end COVID testing and quarantine protocols. Jeff Hanson spoke in favor of continuing with masks in light of parents and students with immunocompromised systems.  Patti Stange was not able to attend in person but provided a letter to all board members stating her concerns that the JH/SH students are not required to mask at this time.  Mr. Arzt thanked all in attendance for expressing their concerns and reminded the audience that no action could be taken by board members regarding any requests during open forum.

Finance:  Review of the expenditures and receipts through October.  Motion by Whalen, second by Sacia to approve the check summary & vouchers in the amount of $416,545.77.  Motion carried 6-0. There were no budget transfers.

Other Business:


1. Motion by Zeman, second by Blaken to approve the waiver request for early start of the 2022-2023 school year due to the Coronavirus pandemic.  Motion carried 6-0.

2. The board members and public were invited to move to the Tech Ed building to watch a brief CNC Plasma cutting demonstration.  All members returned to the JH/SH Cafeteria at 7:56 p.m.

3. Motion by Blaken, second by Sacia to approve architect contract for design of greenhouse.  Motion carried 6-0.

4. Mr. Dobbs updated the board members on various language changes to JH/SH course handbook to align to higher level courses.

5. Mr. Dobbs also gave an overview of Academic & Career Planning and the Xello website.  Both of these programs help the students discover & develop career plans, setting & achieving their goals.

6. Motion by Dunn, second by Sacia to approve high school equivalency credit for Start College Now credits earned by students.  For every college credit earned, .25 high school credit will be given.  (Four credit college class will equal one high school credit earned) 
7. Motion by Blaken, second by Anderson to accept the resignation of Assistant Baseball coach Brian Schlifer.  Motion carried 6-0.

8. Motion by Zeman, second by Whalen to approve the adult breakfast meal price from $2.00 to $2.45 and lunch meal price from $3.75 to $4.10, effective December 1, 2021.  Motion carried 6-0.

9. Motion by Whalen, second by Dunn to accept the following donations:  $500 each from Brent & Andrea Mikkelson & The Key to Comfort (Dave Waraxa) to the volleyball program; $950 from the Football Booster club to the Football program, and $500 from the Melrose Express to the Drama Department.  Motion carried 6-0.

10. Motion by Dunn, second by Anderson to move the December regular board meeting to December 20, 2021.  Motion carried 6-0.

11. Motion by Sacia, second by Blaken to approve the School Safety Plan.  Motion carried 6-0.

12. Motion by Dunn, second by Zeman to add two paid holidays to secretarial support staff.  Motion carried 5-0 with Blaken abstaining.

13. Motion by Zeman, second by roll call vote to adjourn to Executive Session per WI Statute 19.85 1(f)-To consider disciplinary data of specific students at 8:55 p.m.
14. Motion to reconvene to Open Session at 9:24 p.m.  Motion carried 6-0.
15. Motion by Blaken, second by Zeman to adjourn at 9:25 p.m.  Motion carried 6-0.

Michelle Murray
Recorder of Minutes

